Why On-line Batterer Intervention Programs are not a suitable
alternative to State Approved Partner Abuse Intervention Programs

Illinois PASC committee

89 IL Protocol Approved PAIPs On-Line BIP
Administrative
Code
Section 501*
Policies and | All PAIPs must have written policies and procedures. Unknown.
Procedures
Purpose and | The primary purpose of PAIP is to ensure the safety and | No guiding principles.
Principles rights of victims and their children. Secondarily the

purpose is to ensure that perpetrators are held
accountable, and to encourage statewide
communication and interaction among service
providers and related agencies.

Department of

All PAIPs on the Illinois Department of Human Services

There is no oversite of

Human Approved Programs list have been approved by the on-line programs.
Services Department and its Advisory Committee as meeting the | Some on-line
Quality standards of lllinois and are subject to site visits, programs claim to be
Control program reviews, and submission of an annual report approved in lllinois,
by IDHS. but in fact do not
meet the IDHS
standards and are not
approved by IDHS.
Staff All PAIP direct service staff and supervisors must have Unknown.
Competency | completed 40 hours of training consistent with the
requirements of the lllinois Domestic Violence Act and
an additional 20 hours of IDHS approved training in
abuser services. All staff must complete a minimum of
6 hours of continuing education annually.
Confidentiality | Confidentiality must be strictly adhered to for the Varies.

safety of the victim as well as to promote accountability
of the participant. Programs are expected to be
knowledgeable of all applicable confidentiality laws and
the limitations of confidentiality in cases of a duty to
warn, suspected child abuse or neglect, or elder abuse.

Reporting

PAIPs and facilitators must immediately report
additional violence or threats of violence perpetrated
or revealed by any participant to appropriate
authorities in the criminal justice system.

No obligation for
reporting additional
violence, violation of
court ordered
requirements,
suspected child abuse




PAIPs must establish policies and procedures for
reporting noncompliance with program rules and
violations of orders of protection to the referral system.

or suspected elder
abuse.

Intake All PAIPs must complete an in- person intake No assessment is
Screening assessment to determine if the participant meets the required.
Assessment | eligibility requirements, assess for any potential risk
factors, and identify other issues that need to be
addressed such as substance abuse and mental health.
Exclusion The scope of PAIPs is intimate partner violence. Unclear as no
Criteria Individuals who are screened and not found to have a assessment to
history of violence against an intimate partner must not | determine an
be included in the program. individual’s ability to
benefit from the
Individuals, who it’s determined would not benefit program is made nor is
from the program or who would disrupt the group and | an individual assessed
therefore negatively impact other participants, can be | to determine if they
excluded. are a victim of
intimate partner
Individuals who are identified as victims of intimate violence.
partner violence must be referred to victim services.
Educational | PAIP groups are conducted in-person and work with On-line courses may
Component | participants to assist them in recognizing and include completion of

understanding their beliefs and behaviors that lead to
violence towards their intimate partners. Group format
includes informational presentations, opportunities for
application of skills, and assessment of progress.
Educational content must be consistently and directly
tied to intimate partner violence. General concepts or
skill-building without a connection to intimate partner
violence are not appropriate.

assignments and
supplemental reading.
Some programs
require completing an
“easy open book
posttest”. No set
standards for content
and a sample review
of available courses
indicate an emphasis
on general life skills
and lack of focus on
intimate partner
violence, or on effects
of domestic violence
on children.




Format and
Structure

PAIP staff shall conduct in-person psycho-educational
based groups. Participants must attend no fewer than
24 sessions, conducted weekly, for a minimum of 36
hours of direct program contact that does not include
the intake assessment. The group format allows the
opportunity for ongoing risk assessment and
identification of other service needs. The group format
allows for interaction with peers and facilitators and is
a means of accountability and offers an opportunity to
learn from other’s experiences.

Program are self-
paced and do not
require regular contact
over a sustained
period of time to
monitor and assess
progress.

Program
Compliance

PAIPs must develop program requirements that
participants must meet in order to complete the
program. These program requirements must include
admission of and accountability for abuse and violent
and controlling behavior, taking responsibility for the
participant's own behavior, and understanding of
contributing factors; Demonstration of understanding
of alternatives to abusive behavior and reporting the
use of those alternatives; Demonstration of use of
respectful language regarding a partner and
understanding of benefits of egalitarian relationships;
Demonstration of violence prevention action planning
that addresses such issues as identification of risky
beliefs, healthy behaviors and support systems; No
current evidence of threats or acts of physical violence;
and completion of any other PAIP requirements (i.e.,
substance abuse and/or mental health evaluations and
treatment, etc.).

Completion of written
assignments. No other
requirements noted.

Contact with
intimate
partners

As a means of prioritizing the safety of partners, many
PAIPs include a component of contacting the partners
of participants to provide information about the
program, DV protection/safety planning, and provide
resource referrals.

No contact with
intimate partners.

Service
Coordination

PAIP services must work closely with other entities to
fully address intimate partner violence, including
domestic violence victim services, law enforcement,
prosecution, judiciary, probation, parole, child
protection agencies, substance abuse and mental
health treatment providers.

No requirement for
coordination of
services.

lllinois Department of Human Services PAIP locator web site: http://www.dhs.state.il.us/page.aspx?item=33888
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