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IT’S GOOD TO LEARN FROM YOUR OWN MISTAKES, 
BUT…

It is Even Better To Learn 
from Someone Else's



GOOD WORKING TOGETHER IN A COMMUNITY 
RESPONSE TO DV

“ALONE WE CAN DO SO LITTLE -
TOGETHER WE CAN DO SO 

MUCH!”
~ Helen Keller



The Good: Procedural Fairness 
Increases Compliance
The Bad and the Ugly: Procedural 
Fairness Takes Time



EXPLAIN IN GREAT 
DETAIL 

“NO CONTACT”



• It doesn’t have to be “the way we always do 
it”;
• From incident-specific to context;
• One size fits most, but does not fit all;
• The law of Demand and Supply;
• BIPs not Probation, not punishment, 
• BIPs are a respectful opportunity to change;

Shift in Mindset for Criminal Justice Partners:



SPECIALIZED DV DOCKETS WITH JUDICIAL REVIEWS 
ENHANCE COMPLIANCE

Expedite DV cases;
Advocates, BIP providers, DV Prosecutors, defense attorneys 

and   DV Probation staff the court;
More Time to Listen
DV Probation has ongoing victim contact in a safe way



MAJOR DIFFERENCES BETWEEN DV COURTS AND 
DRUG COURTS

Victim is someone other than the Defendant;
“Relapse” is not expected, nor tolerated;
Zero tolerance for repeat abuse;
Hearings serious, more formal;
Treat “minor” violations as important;
There is no objective test to measure compliance;



THANK YOU!

The Bad and The Ugly:  DV is a Hot 
Button

There Will Always Be Detractors


