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Plenary 15:Moving into Practice Based Evidence
Faculty: Jeremy Nevilles-Sorell
Description: Models of Evidence Based Practices (EBP) are rooted in a medical approach that 
replaces the “answering every symptom with a pill” approach to a model that applies critical thinking 
into treatment options where you weigh options, investigate leading remedies and work with your 
patient to create a plan. The research practice gap exists due to the very nature of the way in which 
EBPs are developed and validated. Clinical trials are often characterized by a high degree of 
structure and fidelity to the model under investigation, homogeneous populations (often white, 
middle class), controlled patient histories, and with a bias toward excluding individuals who don’t fit 
a strict set of criteria for participation in the research study. This causes limitations on how you work 
and limits the effectiveness to a defined population. Moving into a Practice Based Evidence (PBE) 
approach, the organization accounts for the messy and complicated real-life issues and things that 
cannot be controlled and employs strategies based upon principles and philosophies in the process 
of measurement and tracking success, not controlling how practice is delivered. PBE relies on 
services being organized and multi-faceted interventions that are designed to serve consumers with 
complex problems, in a comprehensive yet individualized manner, based on a clearly articulated 
theory of change, identification of the active agents of change, and the specification of necessary 
organizational supports.

Plenary #15

Conference Faculty

Jeremy NeVilles-Sorell has worked in the field of domestic violence 
since 1994 on issues affecting children who have experienced 
domestic violence, supervised visitation, batterer’s intervention, 
and providing training and education. He worked a program 
coordinator at the Duluth Family Visitation Center serving families 
with a history of domestic violence also as the Children’s Program 
Coordinator at Women’s Transitional Housing Coalition in Duluth, 
Minnesota, providing activities and groups for children who have 
witnessed violence. He started working with Mending the Sacred 
Hoop Technical Assistance Project in 1998, a national program to 
assist American Indian Tribes and Alaskan Native Villages to 
develop responses to violence against Indian women. With MSH 
he held various titles from team leader, program coordinator, co-
director, and Training and Resources Director. In 2015 he began 
working with Wica Agli and in March of 2019 assumed the position 
of Director of the National Native Coalition of Men’s Programs.

Jeremy Nevilles-Sorell
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Jeremy NeVilles-Sorell

 Let’s just imagine that a huge solar flare happens two hours from now that destroys 
all our electrical and communications systems.  We have no power, no phones, no 
internet. 

 What knowledge do we have to survive?

 What skills do we have to survive?

 Where would we go for help? 
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 Ojibwe origin stories are said to contain all the knowledge we need to survive

 Knowledge is passed through oral teachings, stories, and customs

 Our stories tell us the world has been many cycles of advancement and “rebirth” 
and we have been on Turtle Island our whole existence and our life ways have 
helped us survive 

50 Years of Intervention

70’s 80’s 90’s 00’s 10’s 20’s
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Organizing activity: volunteers opening homes to make safe 
houses, dedicated buildings for battered women’s shelters

Prevalent theories: Individual Pathology, Relationship 
Dysfunction

Terminology: Family Violence, Assault and Battery 

70’s 80’s 90’s 00’s 10’s 20’s

Organizing activity: changes in law and civil court remedies

Prevalent theories: Cycle of Violence, Anger Management 

Terminology: Spousal Abuse, Battery 

70’s 80’s 90’s 00’s 10’s 20’s
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Organizing activity: getting police to arrest, prosecutors to 
charge, judges to give sanctions, probation to monitor 
compliance

Prevalent theories: Cycle of Violence, Power and Control  

Terminology: Domestic Abuse/Violence 

70’s 80’s 90’s 00’s 10’s 20’s

Organizing activity: supervised visitation, on-going housing and 
legal services

Prevalent theories: Power and Control, Coercive Control  

Terminology: Domestic Violence, Intimate Partner Violence 

70’s 80’s 90’s 00’s 10’s 20’s
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Organizing activity: reflection on 40 years of work…revisiting 
prevention, culturally specific responses, LGTBQ, healing 

Prevalent theories: Coercive Control, intimate terrorism, violent 
resistant, situational couple violence 

Terminology: Family/Domestic Violence, Intimate Partner 
Violence 

70’s 80’s 90’s 00’s 10’s 20’s

Organizing activity: Community Based? 

Prevalent theories: Coercive Control? 

Terminology: Intimate Partner Violence 

70’s 80’s 90’s 00’s 10’s 20’s
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“Institutional action and inaction that exacerbate the impact 
of traumatic experiences…” 

Smith and Freyd

 The Victim-Centered Approach is defined as the systematic focus on the needs and 
concerns of a victim to ensure the compassionate and sensitive delivery of services 
in a nonjudgmental manner.

 Trauma-Informed Practices are institutional practices that serve as a guide that 
accounts for physical and emotional safety, builds trust, and recognizes the 
limitations of institutional responses and seeks to reduce the impact of institutional 
trauma on staff and the people they serve. 
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 Systems with Trauma Informed Care

 Recognition that coercive interventions cause trauma and re-traumatization

 Awareness/training on re-traumatization and vicarious trauma

 Value consumer voice in all aspect of care

 All inclusive of survivor’s perspective and recognition of person as a whole

 Focus on what has happened to victim 
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Systems without Trauma Sensitivity

 Misuse or overuse displays of power – keys, security, etc.

 Higher rates of staff turnover and low morale

 Disempowering and devaluing consumers

 Consumers are labeled and pathologized

 Focused on what’s wrong with the victim 

 Women leave on average seven times before the leave for good

 Boys growing up with violence are at greater risk to become violent themselves 
and girls witnessing violence are more likely to become victims

 BIPs teach men to become more sophisticated batterers 

 Safety plans and protection orders keep women safe
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 EBP vary, however in the truest form they all are similar in that each involves:

1. turning an identified need into and answerable question, 

2. research for the best evidence of best practices, 

3. critically appraise the evidence, 

4. interpret results and integrate appraisal into service and practice, 

5. evaluate effectiveness coupled with assessing model fidelity, 

6. share results and assist others in following the same process. 

 Evidence-based practices: Skills, techniques, and strategies that can be used when 
a practitioner is interacting directly with a consumer.  They are sometimes called 
core intervention components when used in a broader program context. 

 Evidence-based programs: Organized, multi-faceted interventions that are 
designed to serve consumers with complex problems, in a comprehensive yet 
individualized manner, based on a clearly articulated theory of change, 
identification of the active agents of change, and the specification of necessary 
organizational supports. 
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 Evidence-based practice  uses the best research to inform practice. However, this 
term is often misconstrued as “if it isn't proven via an randomized controlled trial, it 
should never be done.” This misconception stems from the historical concept of the 
scientific method, which infers that we can understand our world in a cause and 
effect way. 

 In the concept of Practice-Based Evidence, the real, messy, complicated world is 
not controlled.  It is the process of measurement and tracking that matters, not 
controlling how practice is delivered.  

 It relies mostly upon what we know that works versus what we know can be 
scientifically proven. 

 Promising practices, model programs, and evidence based practices have 
historically limited culture 

Historical Role of 
Women

Balance and Respect 
Between Genders

Responsibility of 
Family and Community

Cultural Means to 
Address Issues –
Practice Based 

Evidence versus 
Evidence Based 

Practices
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 Women were central to the community’s welfare holding important political, social, 
and economic power. 

 In many North American societies, clan membership and material goods 
descended through women. Clan matrons selected men to serve as their chiefs, 
and they deposed chiefs with whom they were dissatisfied. 

 Women’s life-giving roles also played a part in their political and social authority. 

 In Native American creation stories, it was often the woman who created life, 
through giving birth to children, or through the use of their own bodies to create 
the earth, from which plants and animals emerged.

 “A nation is not conquered until the hearts of its women are on the ground.”                                                 
Cheyenne Proverb

Black Elk, Black Elk Speaks
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Sally Roesch Wagner “Sisters In Spirit” 

Ephraim Webster, 1786
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 Self-regulation 

 Mindfulness 

 Gift giving 

 Being in the present moment 

 Reciprocity 

 Visioning and dreaming 
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SPEAKING AND STORY TELLING: 
CONNECTING THE HEAD AND HEART 

 “Thoughts guide your feelings, feelings shape your 
beliefs” 

Marlin Mousseau

Being connected with the heard 
and heart, speaking your truth is 
speaking from your experience. 
When you speak from this place 
you don’t have vocal fillers like 
“ahs” and “ums”

Long pauses in speech are for the 
speaker and the listeners

3rd person storytelling – using 
characters to teach lessons makes 
the story not about you (ego) and 
makes it more interesting for them 

CONTACT INFORMATION

Jeremy NeVilles-Sorell 

jeremy@WicaAgli.org

Wica Agli.org 
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Now it’s time for…
https://preview.wheelofnames.com/
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THANK YOU!

Welcome!

BISC-MI 26th Annual Conference
October 25, 26, 27, 2022
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The Hyphen?

BISC MI-

Welcome!

BISC-MI 26th Annual Conference
October 25, 26, 27, 2022
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