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Understand, and Utilize Findings 
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Who Am I?
• I am a community psychologist striving to end gender-

based oppression and violence.

• Born in California; grew up in suburbs of Seattle

• Went to University of Illinois, earned Ph.D. –
Personality and Social Ecology

• Worked at Fred Hutchinson Cancer Research Center 
and at the Palo Alto Veterans Affairs Health Care 
System

• Became professor at Portland State University
– Teach courses on Psychology of Men & Masculinities; 

Domestic Violence Intervention Systems

– Co-chair the Oregon Attorney General’s Batterer 
Intervention Program Standards Committee

– Serve on Oregon DV Fatality Review Team
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Who Am I?

● Father (two adult children)
● Husband (wife is a Portland Public 

Schools elementary school teacher)
● 2nd generation American (father 

born in Palestine after Jewish-
Christian family fled Nazi Germany 
in mid-1930’s)

● Adopted son in Seoul, South Korea
● Enjoy music, backpacking, and car 

mechanics

“Hitler had the greatest influence on social psychology”

“[There was] a collapse of male gender identities and a role reversal of men 
and women during the Holocaust. Nazi persecution…had robbed Jewish men 
already in the 1930s, and even more so from 1939 on, of their traditional roles 
as providers and protectors of their families; it emasculated them and left 
them apathetic, helpless, and passive.” - Thomas Kühne, 2018
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Who am I?... The research community & the 
“movement” in my life (social Justice, violence prevention, human rights)

Who am I?... The research community & the 
“movement” in my life (social Justice, violence prevention, human rights)

With gratitude…

Coordinated Victims Assistance Program 

Vicki Brail & Co
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Who is here today?
● AIP/BIP group facilitator?
● Victim advocate and/or service provider?
● Student?
● Mental health professional?
● Municipal, state, or national government 

agency rep.?
● Behavioral sciences researcher?

Poll Question #1Poll Question #1

• Your experiences with research 
• Challenges of accessing, understanding, utilizing and 

doing research

• The research process

• Creating sustainable community-university research 
partnerships
– Science, Service, and Social Action Model
– Community Based Organizations and Abuse Intervention 

Programs as Research Partners

• Tools and Resources

OverviewOverview
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Would you like to be more 
involved in/with research?

Yes
No

Poll Question #2Poll Question #2

Are you currently involved in a 
research project or have you 
been part of one in the past?

Yes
No

Poll Question #3Poll Question #3
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Have your research 
experiences been…

Positive?
Negative?
Neutral?

N/A?

Poll Question #4Poll Question #4

Have you ever been part of a 
research partnership with a 

university, college, or research 
entity?

Yes
No

Poll Question #5Poll Question #5
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Do you have an ongoing, 
sustainable partnership with a 
university, college, or research 

entity?

Yes
No

Poll Question #6Poll Question #6

• Improve Practice

• Learn effectiveness of current and new 
practices

• Increase knowledge about innovative 
components, assessments

• Research is being used to make 
decisions affecting the viability of your 
organizations and programs

• Whether programs gain referrals

• What practices are allowed 

• What the staff training requirements are

• Whether programs are funded by state or 
other government

• What program models are allowed

• Whether AIP/BIP will be replaced by some 
alternative

Why should I care about research? 
What’s in it for me?

Why should I care about research? 
What’s in it for me?
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Is research information utilized in revising state 
BIP standards?

Is research information utilized in revising state 
BIP standards?

n

Yes 31
No 13

No standards 5

Mankowski, E.S. (2016, November).  Connecting research, policy and practice evidence: 
Findings from a national survey of battering intervention program standards 
implementation.  Presentation to the 21st Annual BISC-MI Conference, Dearborn, MI.

Making Friends with Data: 

Forming and Maintaining a Relationship with Research

Making Friends with Data: 

Forming and Maintaining a Relationship with Research

Potential barriers to engaging with 
research

● Distrust or fear of math and 
statistics – “I’m no good at math” 

● Disidentification – “That’s not my 
job” 

● Limited utility – “I know what 
works” 

How to make friends with research 

● Attend a local college or university 
class

● Go to an IPV conference where 
research is presented

● Surf Google Scholar 
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Your Experience with ResearchYour Experience with Research

• How is your program affected by research?

• Are you engaged with the IPV and AIP/BIP 
research literature?

• How do you learn about research relevant to 
your program development and operational 
needs? 

• How do you access it?

• How do you use it in your program?

The Research Process in Four ActsThe Research Process in Four Acts

1. Accessing 2. Understanding 3. Utilizing 4. Doing
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“Is There A Study On…?”: Accessing Research“Is There A Study On…?”: Accessing Research

• Asking useful and appropriate questions
• Finding and obtaining research

1. Accessing 2. Understanding 3. Utilizing 4. Doing

Resources for Accessing Research on IPV/BIPResources for Accessing Research on IPV/BIP

• Google Scholar
• Public Libraries – city, county, college, university
• PubMed Central digital archive (National Institutes of Health)

7.5 million articles from > 2,500 scientific journals
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc

• VAWnet – Gender-based Violence Resource Library
https://vawnet.org/

• CDC – Datasets and Reports on IPV
https://www.cdc.gov/violenceprevention/intimatepartnerviolence/resources.html

Web-based Injury Statistics Query and Reporting System
https://www.cdc.gov/injury/wisqars/

• Partnership with Local Researcher (More on this later…)
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“What Did That Study Show…?” 
Understanding Research

“What Did That Study Show…?” 
Understanding Research

• Evaluating research: Validity and reliability
• Study claims vs. limitations

o samples: who does it apply to?
o measures: what was observed?
o designs: experiments, snapshot surveys, 

repeated longitudinal across time
• Looking for patterns: Single study vs. replications
• Statistical significance vs. practical effects

1. Accessing 2. Understanding 3. Utilizing 4. Doing

“I Need Some Evidence to…”: 
Utilizing Research

“I Need Some Evidence to…”: 
Utilizing Research

• BIPs as research consumers and users
• Research into practice and action
• Precaution: all scientific knowledge has limitations
• Examples uses

• Research for curriculum design and innovation
• Research for evaluating your program
• Research to inform program staff development
• Research to address program standards or certification
• Research to improve coordinated community response

1. Accessing 2. Understanding 3. Utilizing 4. Doing
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“I Know Our Program Works…”:
Doing Research

“I Know Our Program Works…”:
Doing Research

• BIPs as researchers
• In collaboration with university-based partner
• Example types of studies

• Asset mapping – what are our strengths and resources?
• Needs assessments – what do we need?
• Program evaluation 

o outcome – does our program achieve its goals? 
o process – how does our program work?
o fidelity/implementation – is our program what we think it is?

1. Accessing 2. Understanding 3. Utilizing 4. Doing

● Help bridge the community-academic disconnect
○ Allowing both to gain in knowledge and experience

● Develop trust and skills needed to generate reasoned solutions in a 
timely fashion

● Support the mission and aspirations of CBOs and Abusive 
Intervention Programs 

● Assist in developing culturally appropriate measurement instruments
● Help generate research evidence of practical utility for AIPs
● Enhances the quantity, quality, and validity of data collected
● Enhances community partners capacity to develop, adapt, and test 

best practices to fit their needs
● Help AIPs assume active role as generators of knowledge 

Potential Benefits of Sustainable Community-
University Research Partnerships 

Potential Benefits of Sustainable Community-
University Research Partnerships 
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OOver the years I have participated in various 
community-university research and social action 
partnerships addressing multiple forms of 
oppression and gender violence. 

Immigrant 
children 
Legal and 
Services 
Partnership

Trauma 
Resolution
& Post-
Traumatic 
Growth 
Partnership

Domestic 
Violence 
Services & 
Research 
Partnership

Well-Being 
of Migrant 
Families 
Partnership

Fathers 
&
Children
Initiativ
e

Custody 

Resource 
Center on DV 
and Child 
Maltreatment 
and Child 
Custody 

Child Sexual 
Trauma
Response 
Advocacy & 
Treatment 
Partnership

Community-University Research Partnerships Community-University Research Partnerships 

Community- University Partnership Model

Interests, 
talents, values, 
& resources

Research to 
practice

Practice to 
research

University/
community

Faculty and 
students

Research 
knowledge, 
skills, insights  

Measurement 
development, 
evaluation, 
documentation

Evidence-Based 
Intervention

“Science, Service, and Social Action”

CBOs Leadership,  
staff, board of 
directors

Development & 
implementation 
in the community

Home grown 
interventions, 
practices, insights,
knowledge

Innovation and 
adaptation at 
community level

CEW Community-Based  
Organizations

Triple S Community-University Partnership ModelTriple S Community-University Partnership Model
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Community-University Partnerships 
Engagement Process

Community-University Partnerships 
Engagement Process

1
Faculty

Prepare university 
faculty & students 
to partner with 
community-based 
organizations

2
Community

Prepare CBOs to 
partner with 
university faculty 
& students

3
Resources

Seek material & 
human support 
for the 
partnerships 
(grant writer, GA, 
consultant)

Faculty & Students as Research PartnersFaculty & Students as Research Partners

Remove obstacles and prepare university faculty and students to 
partner with community based organizations (CBOs)

Identify 
faculty 

expertise, 
talents, 

resources, & 
interests 

(academic & 
personal)

Educate 
faculty & 

students about 
the nature & 
history of the 

CBOs of 
interest

Help them 
assess the fit & 

potential 
benefits of the 

partnership 
for their 
career 

development

Learn about 
the material, 
procedural, & 

political 
realities 

affecting the 
CBO 
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Faculty & Students as Research PartnersFaculty & Students as Research Partners

Remove obstacles and prepare university researchers and students to 
partner with community based organizations (CBOs)

Calibrate their 
expectations for 

control of the 
process, 

specificity of 
information, & 
data collection

Engage them in a 
participatory 

process

Mentor & 
supervise 
graduate 

students as in the 
partnership 

development 
process    

Community Organizations as Research 
Partners

Community Organizations as Research 
Partners

Remove obstacles and prepare CBOs to partner with university 
researchers and students

Articulate the 
CBO’s mission, 

vision/aspiration,
expertise, 

programs, & 
resources

Educate the 
CBO’s leadership 

about the 
demands & 
politics of 

academic life

Help CBO 
develop the 

organizational 
capacity needed 
to partner with a 

university & 
attractive to 

external funders

Help CBO 
leadership assess 
the potential fit & 

benefits of the 
partnership in 

supporting their 
agenda
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Community Organizations as Research 
Partners

Community Organizations as Research 
Partners

Remove obstacles and prepare CBOs to partner with university 
researchers and students

Calibrate CBO 
leadership’s 

expectations for 
immediate 
university 

responses, control 
of the process, & 
data collection

Engage them in 
participatory 

process & promote 
continuity in the 

relationship

Honor relational 
commitments & 

promises

Learn how to 
access university 

resources to 
support the CBO’s 

agenda & 
development (e.g., 

Non-profit 
management 

series, bullying 
workshops, 

funding)

Potential Partners @ UniversitiesPotential Partners @ Universities

Higher 
Administration

School/Colleges

Departments

Programs

Faculty

Students
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Partnership for Domestic Violence 
Prevention (PDVP) in Miami-Dade County

Partnership for Domestic Violence 
Prevention (PDVP) in Miami-Dade County

PDVP

Coordinated 
Victim 

Assistance 
Center 

Community 
Advisory 

Board 

Scientific 
Advisory 

Board 

Domestic 
Violence 
Advocate

s 

UM

CEW & 
School of 

Nursing & 
Health 
Studies

Aims of PDVPAims of PDVP

PDVP

Assess 
needs for 

IPV 
prevention 

in MDC

Development & pilot 
testing of

culturally-tailored 
intervention 

Identify promising 
practices IPV prevention

suitable to Hispanic in MDC
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Toward a National BIP Research 
Partnership Council

Toward a National BIP Research 
Partnership Council

A Program Evaluation ToolKitA Program Evaluation ToolKit

• American Evaluation Association Training Workshops
• https://www.pathlms.com/aea/courses

• CDC’s Introduction to Program Evaluation for Public 
Health Programs: A Self-Study Guide

• https://www.cdc.gov/eval/guide/introduction/index.htm
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A Survey Research ToolKitA Survey Research ToolKit

• Google Forms application
• Design and administer online surveys

• Anonymous or identified responses

• Quantitative and qualitative questions

• Outputs database for statistical analysis and graphical display

• Possible uses
• Exit surveys of participants about program knowledge, skills, attitudes

• Period surveys of group facilitators about program administration

• Qualtrics, Survey Monkey and others
• Additional types of questions and response options

• Complex skip patterns

Thank you for your 
commitment and 

dedication to working to 
end IPV!!
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Contact Information

Etiony Aldarondo, Ph.D.
The Melissa Institute for Violence Prevention & Treatment

etiony@melissainstitute.org
786-390-7185

Eric Mankowski, Ph.D.
Portland State University

mankowskie@pdx.edu
www.pdx.edu/profile/eric-mankowski

503-725-3901

Extra Slides
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Evaluating program outcomes
● Ending referrals or funding for BIPs without 

demonstrated better alternatives

Learn about specific practices
● Overgeneralizing or applying research with 

different populations or contexts

(Mis)Uses of Research on BIPs(Mis)Uses of Research on BIPs

● Evidence-based practice
● Practice-based evidence
● Best practice
● Emerging practice

Confusion about the role of research in
“Evidence-based Practice”

Confusion about the role of research in
“Evidence-based Practice”
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