11/23/2020

Facilitating Groups
with Black men that Batter
Dr. Oliver J. Williams,
Professor of Social Work
University of Minnesota
For
BISC-MI

1

There is No Justification for
Violence Against Women
The purpose of this presentation is to share my
thoughts and enrich what can be done to increase
better outcomes for Black men in BIP’s. Batterer
programs are important and can help reduce violence
against women.
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Agenda
Assessment
Assessing who is in the room: SES, ACE Score,
exposure to violence in the family or community
Bi-Cultural Continuum—Benavides, E. &Vigil,
M.(1999)
Perspectives of each men in the room associated with
male dominance and where the views come from—male
socialization, faith interpretations, street codes, or the
beliefs that he has the right to be in control due to his
role or cultural traditions
Where does he come from: the U.S., Africa (54
countries), the Caribbean, Latin America
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Agenda continued
What Psychological Defense Mechanisms does he bring into
groups: Displacement, Resistance, and/or Reactance to Trauma
What is the best treatment environment to engage the men in the
group: to encourage trust, to challenge beliefs, to challenge other
men in the group, to challenge self, to support listening, support
change, to engage and support other men’s challenges in their life
(Williams, O. 1999)
Discussion of issues corresponding with Intimate Partner
Violence—separation, divorce, fatherhood, employment (Edleson,
J. & Williams, O. 2007)
Education about Historical of Oppression and Resistance to
Treatment
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Assessing who is in the room:
Education, Income, Status in the community
Adverse Childhood Experiences
Assessing Exposure to Violence in the Family or
Community
Where does he come from—community,
neighborhood, ethnic group, country,
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Bi-Cultural Continuum
It is the ability to determine the extent someone is Culturally rooted
or more Bi-cultural
Example of being culturally rooted: speaking only in first or foreign
language or more frequently in slang; preferring the more traditional
foods, neighborhood, education, identity, family, friendships and/or
people like himself
Bi-cultural is the capacity to go beyond or expand cultural familiarity
For the facilitator how comfortable are they engaging in both
environments or to connect with both—does the client do most of the
work? Does the facilitator feel they are a successful when they just
listen, regardless of the environment or type of men? (show videos)
Does the facilitator know the differences among the environments
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Where does he come from: the U.S., Africa (54
countries), the Caribbean, Latin America
Community
Neighborhood
Ethnic Group
Country– traditions, roles, values
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Perspectives of each man associated with male dominance
Where does it come from:
Male socialization
Faith interpretations --Videos
Street codes
Beliefs he has the right due to role or traditions
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What Psychological Defense Mechanisms does he
bring into groups:
Displacement (E.g. Police and displace anger: can you
process with him)

Resistance (not engaging in the group)

Reactance to Trauma (reacting to some past Traumatic
events)
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Resistance to treatment because of history
of oppression
Concerned about how the Black male will be treated in the
system
Understanding the perspectives of the oppressed
Understanding the desire for accountability or justice when
it appears there are two sets or rules
Parallel between police brutality and intimate partner
violence: Do Facilitators Only Challenge? Do they
Understand?
Do Facilitators Know When to Challenge or Confront?
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Understanding the Perspectives of some
Black men about Police & Abuse
• There is a persistent history of abuse to the African

American community for centuries. What we see
now is not new.

• Lynching African American women and men
• Attacks on community members by law

enforcement and/or other citizens with little
accountability or justice

• Feeling vulnerable under the law: protest with no

consequence

• Legal protections for the oppressors still exist
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Understanding the perspective
of the oppressed
•

The community (whether black or white that march for justice)
feels tired of the same event happening repeatedly, with no
reasonable outcome or accountability for the offense by the
perpetrators that can be either white citizens and/or the police

•

Martin Luther King said that “Certain conditions continue to exist in
our society, which must be condemned as vigorously as we condemn riots.

But in the final analysis, a riot is the language of the unheard.

And what is it that America has failed to hear? It has failed to hear that
the plight of the Negro poor has worsened over the last few years. It has
failed to hear that the promises of freedom and justice have not been met.
And it has failed to hear that large segments of white society are more
concerned about tranquility and the status quo than about justice,
equality and humanity. And so in a real sense our nation’s summers of
riots are caused by our nation’s winters of delay. And as long as America
postpones justice, we stand in the position of having these recurrences of
violence and riots over and over again. Social justice and progress are the
absolute guarantors of riot prevention”- Dr. Martin Luther King
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With Emmitt Til

• The 14 year old Chicago native was visiting relatives in Money Mississippi
• He was accused of asking a married adult white women out
on a date and putting his arm around her waist. And he was brutally killed
•

The two murders confessed

• The jury found the murderers not guilty in any way for the crime
• The accuser Carolyn Bryant recanted her testimony at age 88 on
her death bed in the 2018
• Her husband Roy Bryant and his half-brother J.W. Milan were found not guilty
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The Murder of the four girls at
the 16th Street Baptist Church
in Birmingham Alabama
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•

The crime was committed in 1963

•

The other two offenders are died and never charged

•

The final culprit, Thomas Blanton, was convicted in
2001 and is up for parole
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Other events with the same
consequence
The riots in the 1960’s and beyond
When the authorities committed an illegal act there was typically no
accountability or justice
I grew up in the city of Detroit—they called it a race riot but it was not.
It was a response to a police unit called STRESS.
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What about people that are not Law Enforcement
but Feel They Have a Right and Authority to
Enforce Self Determine Law
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Kyle Ritterhouse second in the picture
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Mark and Patricia McCloskey, St. Louis
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Dylann Roof
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What about Law Enforcement
that Make the Wrong
Decision
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Breonna Taylor
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Asked to have charges dropped
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What encourages Citizens to feel that they
can visit and enforce actions on the
community and African Americans?
To maintain the status quo
To reduce change
To make sure they still have priority
Displaced anger at others for their fears (blaming people of
color and immigrants for their challenges): other making
Belief they own the United States and they have the right to
take what they want
Law enforcements role is to maintain the definition of order

69

23

11/23/2020

To Build Trust in a Community,
the System must be Trust Worthy
Helpers must understand the stories of the oppressed (not
all stories are the same). How does understanding help the
oppressed and the helper?
How do stories of suspects vary? Can an officer tell the
difference? Do they treat African Americans differently
Why does a accusation result in murder: 1) selling
individual cigarettes, 2) sleeping in a drive through
hamburger drive through, 3) allegedly passing a fake twenty
dollar bill, 4) Etc.
Why is a frail young man with a non-threatening demeanor
and disorder harmed
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In Domestic Violence Cases
Although some women call the police to interrupt the abuse,
some may not call due to feared consequence to the abuser
She may blame herself, if he is harmed needlessly. Or the
community may blame her, if he is harmed needlessly
What about the abuser? How does he view law-enforcement: as a
help or a hinder
Shouldn’t there be prevention and trusted community resources;
such as, in social service programs and houses of faith?
What about the role of community policing where the community
knows and trust the officer?
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Victims of
Police
Or Citizen
Killings in
the United
States with in
The last
10 years
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Dr. Oliver Williams Website
Will2change.org & idvaac.org &
aadpp.org
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