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from a Rabbi

Resources

ENGAGING FAITH LEADERS
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g cleray task force
ts domestic abuse

in the Jewish community
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1. Speak from the Pulpit
a.  Use awareness months as a means to talk about difficult themes
b.  Start with the itive: Healthy Relationships vs. D ic Violence
€ Use your tradition’s texts to substantiate your position
d.  Write and utilize creative prayer

When you speak about something it says,
“This is something we all should be talking
about.”
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2. Teach Classes
a. Start young by talking about Healthy Relationships with children
b.  Talk to tweens and Teens: Ready-made programs (start with

JWlorg)

c “SEX RETREAT!"—go away with students in a retreat-type setting to
study

d. College campus

You can't start “too young.” It's the way
we talk about things that matters.

Just start talking.

3. Pre-marital Counseling
a. What is a healthy relationship?

b. What are their goals for their family’s life?

c. Use pre-marital counseling tools: Prepare-Enrich, for
example.

d. 100% RABBI GUARANTEE—I will be here to help you

REFER REFER REFER to the experts!

4. Create Informal Settings
a. Create opportunities to talk about healthy relationships
b. Over coffee

c. Use holidays as chance to create a setting
i.  Sukkah, Passover, Shabbat table talk, retreats, camp efc...
d. Go to Campus and talk to college students (Greek life)

e. Use pre-made materials: JWI Rethinking Guides
(adaptable), videos are great!

f. Social action opportunities

Find whatever opportunities you can!
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Build Relationships with Other Clergy

. Clergy associations: MBOR, WBCA locally; URJ, CCAR, WRN
nationally

. Personal and Professional relationships

Work the theme into other organizational frameworks

. Write bulletin articles

| : hin/
Co-sp p/p
Be a resource to other clergy

Be a nudge!
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Use Community Resources
. Clergy associations (again)
. Community Organizations: JFS, OCCCADV, NCJW, Haven

Build relationships with experts

Don’t be afraid to ask for help!

—
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Train your Clergy
. Bring in experts and train clergy
. Use Clergy Associations
Use Community Organizations
. Use National Resources

You are the experts. Teach us!




Get to Know Us

. We are not monolithic

. Different values, different ways of doing things

Use your networks: someone who knows someone. It
helps

This is important. Don'’t be shy!
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3.
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Offer Resources
. Clergy training guides
Bathroom signs

Texts

Prayers

Purple Ribbon Campaign

Scholarship Essay type and ed

This is important. Don’t be shy!

Shalom Bayit

. One of the highest values in Jewish life

. Home is a mini sanctuary. Safe place. Refuge.
Respect. Trust. Teamwork.

Peace, but not peace at any cost




2. Pikuvach Nefesh

a. One of the highest values in Jewish life

b. To Save a life...

To save a life is to save an entire world...

--Talmud, Sanhedrin 4:5
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3. B’tzelem Elohim

. One of the highest values in Jewish life
Respect for all human beings

Abusing another person is abusing God

. Imagine if we only treated everyone as if they were made in God's
image.

o0 oo

And God created the earthling [adam] in God’s
own image...in the image of God
Genesis 1:27

4. Teshuva—Return/Repentance

5. Cheshbon haNefesh—Examination of
the Soul

*More on this in break out session this afternoon and tomorrow
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A man who strikes his wife commits a sin, just as if he
were to strike anyone else. If he does this often the
court may punish him, excommunicate him, and flog
him using every manner of punishment and force.

(irony) The court may also make him swear that he

will no longer do if. It he does not obey the court's

decree, there are some authorities who say that we

or twice, because it is not the way of Jews to strike

their wives...
--Rabbi Moses Isserles, Even Ha-Ezer 154:3

Rabbi Simhah says: “It is an accepted view that we have to
treat a man who beats his wife more severely than we treat
a man who beats another man since he is not obligated to
honor the other man but is obligated to honor his wife—

more, in fact, than himself. And a man who beats his wife

should be puf under a ban and excommunicated and

flogged and punished with various forms of torment; one

should even cut off his hand if he is accust: dto it [wife

beatingl._And if he-wants to divorce her, tet-him divorce her

and give her the ketubbah payment.”

—Joseph Karo, Beit Yosef fo the Tur, Even Ha-Ezer 154:15.

WHEN OUR VALUES WORK AGAINST US

Lashon Ha-rah--gossip
Busha—embarrassment

The other side of Shalom Bayit




JWI:

CLERGY TASK FORCE
AGAINST DOMESTIC
VIOLENCE

1. RETHINKING GUIDES:

PURIM
SHAVUOT
SUKKOT
SHABBAT
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JWI:

CLERGY TASK FORCE

AGAINST DOMESTIC
VIOLENCE

2. WEBINARS:
LEGAL ISSUES

ELDER ABUSE
TEEN DATING ABUSE

TRANS INCLUSION

LOBBYING

POLICY MAKING WITHIN

CONGREGATION
THE ELEPHANT IN THE ROOM

IWI:

CLERGY TASK FORCE
AGAINST DOMESTIC
VIOLENCE

3. SHAMOR L’AMOUR:

PICK A SHABBAT IN i

FEBRUARY Shabbat
SERMON SPARKS

DISCUSSION GUIDE &

CONVERSATION CARDS

SOCIAL MEDIA KIT
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JWI:

CLERGY TASK FORCE
AGAINST DOMESTIC
VIOLENCE

4. ADVOCACY:

0P-EDS

VAWA REAUTHORIZATION
GUN LEGISLATION
INTERFAITH COALITION: DC
STATEMENTS

JWI:

CLERGY TASK FORCE
AGAINST DOMESTIC
VIOLENCE

EXTHT uulusBan NS A R S

5. RESOURCES:

PRAYERS

SAMPLE SERMONS
SERMON SPARKS pﬁk*v‘&”s'
HEALING MUSIC #ﬁki pgqsop EDS...
LIFE-CYCLE SUPPORT S

IN-PERSON TRAINING

1. What are your strategies for engaging
faith leaders?

2. What are your challenges?




HOW CAN | TRANSLATE INTO MY OWN

1. Know your community
a. What are the faith communities where you
live?
b.How do you get to a faith leader?
* Can you cold call?
* Need an introduction?
* Who in your network can get you access?
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HOW CAN | TRANSLATE INTO MY OWN

1. Know your community...continved

d. Are there clergy associations? Do they have
a president? Co-chairs? When do they meet?

e. Use your contacts. We know you aren’t
going to cold call, so use who you know!

Don’t be shy! We want you to call us!

HOW CAN | TRANSLATE INTO MY OWN

2. Work together
d. Issues can be remedied:
i.  Kosher foods?
ii. Religious observances?

iii. If a family needs to move out of the community,
connecting with new faith based communities.

Having clergy relationships can be very helpful!

10
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HOW CAN | TRANSLATE INTO MY OWN

3. Bring clergy onto community boards

a. Bridge between Board of Rabbis and community
organizations.

b. Creates buy-in for all parts of the community

Note: many faith based organizations work with clients outside
of their faith group!

| can’t say it enough: build relationships!
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minhelerach on belalf af
Sawiilies cxperiencing alvse
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