PLENARY SESSION Julie Owens A Christian Survivor Looks Back: Reflecting on a Life
Impacted and Informed by Domestic Violence

In 1988, Julie was the separated mother of an eight-month-old baby when she and her
pastor father were ambushed and violently attacked by her estranged husband. Soon
her life focus shifted to supporting victims, working for justice, affecting systems
change, promoting best practices in victim advocacy, and educating secular and
religious professionals about violence against women. For many years Julie was stalked
from prison while raising her child, working full time, and helping craft laws based on
her many unexpected experiences in the civil and criminal court systems. In 2013, she
learned that her abuser was terminally ill in a prison hospice. Despite the reservations
of her loved ones, Julie felt compelled to drive her 25-year-old son to Texas to meet his
father before he died. The result was another unexpected experience, one that taught
her the profound power of restorative justice. Julie will share how her life has been
impacted, shaped and informed by living through and beyond domestic violence, and
the many lessons she learned
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| do not at all understand
the mystery of grace -
only that it meets us where we are
but does not leave us
where it found us.







1§ patient.

is kind.

does not envy. Ove
does not boast.

is not proud. NeveI’ fa.]_].S.

is not rude.

is not selfish.

is not easily andered.
keeps no record of wrongs.
does not delight in evil.
rejoices in truth.

always protects.

always trusts.

always hopes.

always perseveres.
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FEMINISM

ENCOURAGES WOMEN TO

LEAVE their husbands,
KILL their children,
PMGT.GE witchcraft,
DESTROY

capitalism and |

lesbians.

- Pat Robertson
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I knhow that when one door
closes another always
opens...but mah, these
hallways are a bitch!




Maybe you have to
know the darkness
before you can
appreciate the light.

Madeline I'Engle
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Sometimes you get
the best 1light from
a burning bridge.

~ Don Henley
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Broken Viows
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Peter- revealing our Lord's
burden and passion- were
‘Tend my lambs’, "Take care of
my sheep.’ It is so sad that
shepherds have often fleeced
the sheep, rather than fed them.
They have harmed the sheep,
instead of protected them.
They have allowed the sheep to
become prey for wolves in
sheep's clothing.”
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apy for Batiered Women With PTSD (CTT-BW)













A Son’s Conundrum, A Mother’s Lament

How does he say good-bye when he never said hello?

How does he grieve a loss that he doesn’t even know?
How does he close a chapter in a book he’s never read?
How does he brace his heart for joy that brings him dread?

How can he help but love and fear the one he’s never met?
How can he be so innocent yet filled with such regret?

How can he trust a stranger when he doesn’t trust his heart?
How can he grieve the loss of one from who he’s been apart?

How will he awake from this dream he’s never had?

How will he call father one who’s never been his dad?

How will he spend the time he has when no times left at all?
How will he change direction with his back against the wall?

How will he pour a lifetime into a single day?

How will he speak of everything when nothing’s left to say?
How will his mother cool his pain, blazing hot and red?

How will she sooth the aching when everything’s been said?

Too many questions. No more time. Just no reason, only rhyme.

No making sense. No asking why. A time to live, a time to die.

Sow and reap. Reap and sow. Round and round and round we go.

Life will change, and be the same. But faith and hope and love remain.

"Promise me, son, not to do the
things I've done. Walk away from
trouble if you can. It won't mean
you're weak if you turn the other
cheek. | hope you're old enough to
understand. . .

Son, you don't have to fight to be a
man."




(c) Julie A.
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“I am no longer accepting
the things | can not change.
Il am changing the things
| can not accept.”

— DR. AMGELS DAVIS
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The truth is that male religious leaders
have had - and still have - an option to
interpret holy teachings either to exalt
or subjugate women. They have, for
': their own selfish ends, overwhelmingly i
chosen the latter. Their continuing
choice provides the foundation or
justification for much of the pervasive
persecution and abuse of women
throughout the world.
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We are in for a very, very long haul...
1 am asking for Everything you have to give
We will never give up...
You will lose your Youth, your Sleep,
your Patience, and your Sense of Humor
and occasionally... the understanding & support
of people you Love very much.
In Return, | have nothing to offer you but...
Your Pride in being a woman, and...
all the Dreams you ever had for your daughters,
and ni , and granddaughters...
Your Future and the certain Knowledge that
at the end of your days
you will be able to look back and say that
Once in your life,
you gave Everything you had
For Justice.

Jill Ruckelshaus
National Women’s Political Caucus 1977, California Convention




