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Battering Intervention 
Programs and Faith Traditions: 

Historical Perspectives 

Anne Ganley PH.D. & Oliver Williams, PH.D

“The Long timers Views: 
our history, our present, and our future:” 
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Introductions

 Dr. Anne Ganley

 Dr. Oliver Williams
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Born to be wild!
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My Dad , my Son and Me in my motorcycle cuts

Dr. Anne Ganley

BIP’s relationship to Faith Issues: 

 BIPs   First decade 1977 (or so) -1987

 Who…

 Setting…context, context, context

 BIP Model used in the work
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Battering Intervention Programs and Faith 
Traditions: Historical Perspectives 

 BIPs  Second Decade 1988 – 1998 

 Who

 Setting-

 criminal justice system

 child welfare

 family law 

 health

 mental health
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Dr. Oliver Williams

 BIP’s 1999-2018

 Research models, batterer engagement, ideas about 
improving outcomes

 Practitioners types—Psychologist, Social Workers, 
degreed persons, non-degreed persons

 Treatment models vs. Educational groups: 1) Cognitive 
behavioral approaches, 2) Educational approaches, 3) 
Anger management
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 When men who batter (MWB) would suggest that Faith gives him 
authority over women, we were encouraged not to challenge these 
men

 When MWB brought up scriptures, we saw that as a way they were 
deflecting in order to engage in false rationale to justify their abuse

 We were encouraged to say, “we are not here to talk about that” 

 Even if  there was a faith perspective, facilitators were encouraged 
not to proselytize—professional influences (in Psychology and 
Social Work)

 Psychology began to support the idea of  respect of  Faith in their 
code of  Ethics in 1992 and Social Work included it in it’s code of  
Ethics in 2008
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 But education and training concerning how to be inclusive, 
respectful and at the same time challenging and accurate 
varied

 More faith leaders began to look at the scripture and explore it 
regarding interpretation, accuracy, practice and message

 Regarding the field of  Batterer intervention, there has not 
been alot of  training on how to integrate faith, practice and 
BIP’s

 How do we get both Faith leaders, MWB, and Group 
Facilitators to be educated about this issue? 
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Battering Intervention Programs and Faith 
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 Why should we do trained? 1) An answer is because, that 
is where some MWB are in their beliefs, 2) Over the 
world men’s misinterpretations of  faith provides a 
rationale that supports domination and abuse of  women 
and children, 3) exploring faith is another way to reveal 
and to confront sexism due to the misinterpretations 
regardless of  whether it is a MWB, the facilitator or 
client is an atheist or a believer in faith traditions 
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Traditions: Historical Perspectives 

Faith/Spiritual traditions/ practices of  the 
provider/practitioner/facilitator

Reflection: What calls us to and supports us in doing this 
work of  justice and peace making 

Reading
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