Date: 11/6/2006

To: Judge ____________________

From: ____________________

Regarding: Batterer Intervention Training

Dear Judge ____________________ ,

My name is ____________________  and I work for ____________________  I have worked for the safety of battered and abused women for _______ years. 

I am just returning from the 11th Annual Conference provided by BISC-MI (Batterer Intervention Services Coalition of Michigan) This years conference looked at TRAUMATOLOGY of Domestic and Sexual Abuse.  As always the conference focused on current research and trends in the field of domestic violence intervention and offered tools that could be used with defendants. In addition this conference allows it’s attendees to obtain the necessary continuing education credits to meet the Michigan state standards for annual training hours.

I was encourage to see _______  from _______  in attendance. The more we know about batterer intervention, the more we can enhance the safety of women who are victims. I was discouraged that _______ from _______  was not in attendance at this conference. 

I know the court takes the safety of the community seriously. I am hopeful that the court will encourage any agency that receives referrals also be a member of BISC-MI and comply with the Michigan State Standards minimal annual training of 20 hours per year. 

If you would like to meet and discuss some of the things I learned from the training or even better if you would like to join our next coordinating counsel meeting we will be meeting _______  at _______  and we would be honored to have you attend. 

I thank you in advance for reading this letter and taking domestic and sexual violence seriously. If we are all committed to a just outcome violence will be greatly reduced in our community.  As always please feel free to call me with any questions or suggestions that would aid in our partnership for a safer community. 

This letter represents my opinions only; it does not necessarily represent the opinions of my agency.

Sincerely,

Your name

Your Agency

